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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. FORD: Okay. It is June 19, 2003. MW
name is Bob Ford. | aman investigator with the
Nati onal Transportation Safety Board. | wll have
t he others around the table introduce thensel ves.

MR. WOODY: Bill Wody, NTSB.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Lieutenant G | nore,
Coast Guard, and Ken Lawernson. from Coast Guard
will be joining us in a mnute.

MR. FORD: Okay. If you could state your
name, sSir?

MR. ABSHER: Paul Absher, U.S. Coast Guard.

MR. FORD: And that is spelled A-B-S-H-E-R
MR. ABSHER: Correct.
MR. FORD: And your years with the Coast

Guard?
MR. ABSHER: Al nost eight years.
MR. FORD: Ei ght years. And can you tell us

alittle bit about your experience in the Coast

Guar d?

MR. ABSHER: When | got out boot canp, |
went to the Coast Guard Cutter Mdrgan -- in Al aneda,
California. | was there for a little over three

years. And then, fromthere | went to Coast CGuard
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Station Golden Gate, California, and | was there for
five months and then here, | have been here for a
little over five years.

MR. FORD: Ckay. And what do you qualify on
t he boat as?

MR. ABSHER: A Coxswai n.

MR. FORD: And your age is?

MR. ABSHER: Thirty.

MR. FORD: Okay. And you have sonme know edge
regardi ng an i ncident that happened on Saturday,
June 14 with the Taki Too, correct? Could you tell
us what happened on Saturday, that norning?

MR. ABSHER: Basically what happened, | went
out to get a first light bar report, left around
gquarter to five fromthe dock and | got out there, |
was the only boat out there at the tine. And |
guess maybe around quarter to seven, seven 0’ cl ock,
that is when the charter boats started to show up.
And of course, they were just mmintaining their
positions at the bar because it was pretty rough and
they were just trying to negotiate it. And | just
sat down by the tower is pretty nmuch where ny
position was, so they could maneuver around if they
needed to. |If they decided they didn't want to go
out, they would cone back in and they had enough
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roomto do so.

And then | just pretty much watched t hem
fromthere. And then the first boat, which was the
Norwester, started to go. So, | started making ny
way up slowy towards the bar just in case sonething
happened, we would be there, you know, to respond to
it. And he made it across. And then the Oakl and
Pil ot went out, sane thing, | noved up to the bar
because after one would go out, | would reposition
mysel f next to the tower, just so they would have
nore room The Oakland Pilot went out, | noved up
to the bar again and then he nade it across. And
sanme thing. And then the D& and then the Taki Too

not long after that.

And then when the Taki Too went out, | made
my way up to the bar again, | guess where Tower 3
is, that is about where | was. | saw him go across

and | saw sonme breaks coming in and |I just had a
feeling he wasn’t going to make it. And then |
couldn’t see himanynore. | just know he was really
close to the north tip. And he, | lost a visual on
himat that point and I couldn’t see himfrom where
| was sitting on the inside. And then that is when
| waited until, have the tower tell nme whether or
not he capsized and that is when they told ne he
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didn't make it. And then at that point I, we had
surf belts on, we were already ready, prior to these
boats going out. And when he told ne that the boat
t hat had capsized, | just had to sit there for, it
didn’t even seemlike a mnute, but, so I could get
saf e passage out across the bar. And once | had ny
wi ndow, | took it and went.

When | first got out there and | started
goi ng across, | |ooked over about a second or two

and | could see how the close the Taki Too was next

to the jetty tip. And | don’t renmenber, | think I
saw one or two people in the water. But, | was
really trying to pay attention, | was trying to get
out across. It was pretty, pretty big out there.

And then | realized once |I got out across, |
couldn’t attenpt the rescue safe enough, (1) because
it exceeded ny, my qualifications. And (2) they
were just too close to the rocks and I didn't want
to add to the problem

MR. FORD: Can you estimate the tine between
when t he D&D went out and when the Taki too went
out ?

MR. ABSHER: Tinme interval.

MR. FORD: Yes.

MR. ABSHER: | woul d have to say
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approxi mately maybe five, 10 m nutes, sonewhere in
t here.

MR. FORD: Five to 10 mi nutes.

When you saw t he D&D go out, how did you
feel about himleaving? Wre you confortable with
it?

MR. ABSHER: | wasn’t confortable with any
of them | eavi ng.

MR. FORD: That is where | am goi ng, okay.

Tell me why?

MR. ABSHER: Well, | know | didn't want to
go across. | nean, it was just, it was just too
bad, you know, | was just really hoping that they
woul d change their mnd. | have seen in the past

where they go out with a few people and it not be as
bad and turn around and go back to the dock.

MR. FORD: Is there anything you saw with
the three vessels that you could specifically tell
us what really gave you, your heart stopping?

MR. ABSHER: Well, when the Norwester went

out specifically, | saw that he, he really took them
pretty good. | mean, it wasn't breaking, it was
just really steep, | just renenmber seeing the stern

just go way up in the air and cone back down.

MR. FORD: | heard the expression “stood
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up”.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

MR. FORD: Is that what it was, happened?
And how about the QCakland Pilot, did you see
anything with himgetting stood up?

MR. ABSHER: No, no, | don’'t remenber.

MR. FORD: And then the D&D, you saw hi m go
out, any incident there?

MR. ABSHER: | saw him go out, but when,
where | was sitting next to the jetty, because you
have to understand where | was sitting over there
for a reason, because | amnore towards the m ddle
and the south side, it was breaking there, so |I was
trying to avoid that. And, well, of course, they
were, too, when they inside the tip, so, once they
reached a certain point, | couldn't really see them
anynmore. | would just rely on the tower to let ne
if they made it or not.

MR. FORD: How cl ose did you get to the
north jetty when you cane out?

MR. ABSHER: Well, | tried to avoid it.
Typically we like to stay out at |east 100 yards
fromit, but, | knowit was closer to it than that.

| would say around 50, 75 yards.

MR. FORD: Did you see any debris in the
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wat er ?

MR. ABSHER: From the boat. | saw life, the
life raft.

MR. FORD: Beyond anything fromthe boat,
any debris like logs, crab pots, sonething which
woul d not have cone fromthe Taki Too?

MR. ABSHER: No, | didn’t see anything |ike
that, only after, only after, once the Master Chief
had cone up onto the boat and we could actually go
into the surf, there were |l ogs and stuff where the
Taki Too was.

MR. FORD: How | ong afterwards?

MR. ABSHER: That was at |east 30, 45
m nut es.

MR. FORD: Okay. And 30, 45 minutes, | had
better pull out one of these charts to show nme the
area where you saw the debris. Just as a general
mar ki ng. Just mark where you saw the debris.

MR. ABSHER: Okay.

(Pause.)

MR. ABSHER: | would say right in this area

her e.
MR. FORD: Okay. And were they large |ogs?
MR. ABSHER: Yes, there were | arge |ogs,
there were small | o0gs.
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MR. FORD: What was, can you give ne an
estimate on the | argest one you saw?

MR. ABSHER: | woul d say about 10 feet,
maybe two or three feet around. | renenber having
like, it looked like Iinbs and roots or something
attached to it.

MR. FORD: Okay. All right.

MR. ABSHER: But, going out across, | didn't
see any of the debris there. O course, you know, |
was trying to watch where | was going, too.

MR. FORD: You are obviously experienced in
pi cking out the holes, as they call it, how, how
easy was it to pick out the holes that norning?

MR. ABSHER It wasn't. It wasn't. Like
said, when | went out, you know, | know they
explained to you, guys, the lull and all of that,
but, there really wasn’t much of that going on out
there. 1t was just a break, really, really choppy
and big and then sone nore breaks would conme in.
When | went out across, we stood about 14 feet up in
the air and | remenber |ooking at, |ooking at sone
of the swells that were comi ng through, really
st eep.

MR. FORD: Now, you watched the Taki as it
made its run, correct?
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MR. ABSHER: Yes.

MR. FORD: Now we were told, | amnot trying
to put words in your nmouth, | amjust going, we were
told it did a number of turns, and then it went.

And can you describe the | ocation, maybe even if you
have to draw it there.

MR. ABSHER: Certainly.

MR. FORD: | want to know if it departed
froma certain area, and then just kept going or
turned and went, say for the entire procedure that
you saw hi m go.

MR. ABSHER: Okay. It was -- that day, and

it was pretty -- and this would be the north and
this would be the south jetty. Here is the tower
here. | was sitting here and here watchi ng them and

they were in this area here. And what they do is,
of course, when they start drifting out, you know,
the charter negotiated and tried to find that | ul
period to go and if they get too close, they wll
just turn around and cone back and then turn back
around and watch again, because they get pushed out
and they don’t, you know, want to do that.

MR. FORD: Under st and.

MR. ABSHER: So, they just, the boat
continued to do that until they are ready to go.
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MR. FORD: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: To find that open.

MR. FORD: Okay. Could you detern ne when
it finally decided to go that there was a |ull,
could you see that or are you saying you still could
not identify a lull?

MR. ABSHER: | couldn’t identify it.

MR. FORD: And how | ong have you been in

this, at this station?

MR. ABSHER: A little over five years.
MR. FORD: Five years you have been here.
MR. ABSHER: Yes.

MR. FORD: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: February, five years.

MR. FORD: February, five years, okay.
Bill?

MR. WOODY: Now, what, you have first |ight
to nake a bar report, about what time would you say?

MR. ABSHER: When | left the dock it was
about quarter to six, or quarter to five, rather.

MR. WOODY: Four forty five.

MR. ABSHER: Correct.

MR. WOODY: And how |l ong, what tine did you
reach the bar then?

MR. ABSHER: What tinme we got there?
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MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. ABSHER: It doesn’t take that |ong, five
m nut es.

MR. WOODY: Five m nutes. Okay. Five
m nutes to the bar.

Have you seen the boats go out with worse
conditions then you saw that day? Have you seen the
charter fishing boats?

MR. ABSHER: No, | don’'t ever recall they
goi ng out on a day |like that, that | renmenber,
specifically.

MR. WOODY: And how nany days a week woul d
you be there, | nean, probably some days you weren’t
t here when it was worse.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght. well, like, let’s see.

(Pause.)

MR. ABSHER: | woul d say around six days,
maybe | ess than that, that | amthere specifically.

MR. WOODY: Okay. -- how many days?

MR. ABSHER: OCkay.

MR. WOODY: We realize you have a duty
section.

MR. ABSHER: Okay. | amon, | amtrying to
figure out.

MR. WOODY: Just tell nme your watch routine.
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MR. ABSHER: Okay. The watch that we have is
li ke, we work two days on and two days off.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: And out of one of those, | am
here, on those two days that | amon. And then, you
know, | get up and do the bar report that norning
and then the other coxswain, for the next evening
will do it the next norning.

MR. WOODY: Are you, how many coxswain are
there in a duty section?

MR. ABSHER: Two.

MR. WOODY: There are two. And so --

MR. ABSHER: So, | would say around, during
t he week, maybe three tinmes, three to four tinmes I
go out there.

MR. WOODY: Three tines.

MR. ABSHER: And then every other weekend I
am on duty.

MR. WOODY: Okay. If | hear right, you said
a certain week you m ght be at the bar three tines.

MR. ABSHER: Yes.

MR. WOODY: And then you m ght get, if you
are a weekend, you would be one of the days. One day
of the weekend.

MR. ABSHER: Right, either it would be --
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MR. WOODY: Now, is that part of your three
days you are giving me or is that --

MR. ABSHER: The three days on the weekend,
| come in on Friday about four o’clock, and then if
| have duty that Friday night, then Saturday | would
do it. And then the coxswain would relieve nme for
Sat urday eveni ng, and then he would do Sunday
nmorning and then, in turn, I would conme back and do
for Monday norning.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Your three days, say two
days during the week and one day on the weekend.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: And then it would switch off
and on |ike that.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: It could be nore days, it could
be | ess.

MR. WOODY: Now, when you go out to the, to
make the bar report, can you tell us about what
conditions you | ook at for the purpose of any
restrictions on the passage of say recreational
vessel s?

MR. ABSHER: OCkay.

MR. WOODY: What do you | ook at?
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MR. ABSHER: \When we go out there, we have
to determ ne, you know, it is kind of an estimate of
t he height, you know, because we really don’t have
anyt hing out there to gauge to, gauge the hei ght of
the swells other than maybe a buoy, the red buoy
that sits off, out here off the south tip, is around
10 to 12 feet high. So, based on that, we wl|
actually go out there and sit init alittle bit,
and if it is cal menough, and then based on that, we
wi |l decide, you know, if it is too rough for them
if it is ebbing, what the ebb is doing to the water.

If it gets really, really choppy, and it gets
choppy and it is maybe four to six, sonetinmes we
will restrict it to boats 25 feet, or 30 feet and
under, you know. And that is usually a judgenent
call on the coxswain and they in turn call the
station, but the Master Chief either can concur with
or if he wants to change it to a different
restriction.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Once the Master Chief
deci des on the restrictions, which could be 20 feet
or 30 feet type boats, how does that word put out?
We saw your flashing |ights.

MR. ABSHER: You saw them and then we do a
bar broadcast, on 16 and then we switch it over to
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22. And we al so have, which is a nessage on the
phone system so anybody can call the nunber and
they will get an answering machi ne basically and it
just says what the bar restrictions are.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Have you ever noved out
to, let’s say the, | realize that you are staying
out of the way of the boats that are trying to get
out, but do you ever, ever have an occasion to go
out near the tips and watch them go over the bar?

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght, yeah

MR. WOODY: You do that.

MR. ABSHER: But, |ike | was saying earlier,
because it was breaking here, because if it broke
and it was conm ng inside here, and went all down the
south jetty. So, | wanted to stay about in here, in
this area here, because it was pretty bad, no
breaking and stuff. That is why | was over here on
this side, with the jetty, of course, obstructing ny
vi ew of hi m goi ng out.

MR. WOODY: Right. Have you ever gotten
where you do have a better vantage point and have
you watched the boats go over the bar and of course,
if you have, can you descri be how they go over? How
they nmeet the waves and what they do? Assum ng that
they were going out to the north, to the northwest.
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Have you ever, | guess, the question would be, have
you gotten where you could observe an outgoi ng
charter boat go out towards the northwest?

MR. ABSHER: You nean goi ng out this way?

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. ABSHER: Yes, usually you can. | nean,
you could sit, it depends on what, like | said, what
t he weat her was doing and if we are unconfortable
sitting, watching themto do this, you know On a
good day, obviously they can get out.

MR. WOODY: But, on a day where you have
sonme swells, can you tell us anything about how they
manage to go over the swells, whether they put their
port bough, the starboard bough --

MR. ABSHER: Usually, usually they like to
be in --

MR. WOODY: What do you observe?

MR. ABSHER: -- bough to it, you know, that
is the way they want to do it, so they can get
across it. That is the preferred way, | nean, you
don’t want to be going in any kind of direction --
because you are going to flip over or pushed.

MR. WOODY: Okay. | believe | understood
you to say that the Taki Too got hit inside the wave
very soon after the --
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MR. ABSHER: Yes.

MR. WOODY: Is that right, is that a fair
st at enent ?

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Had you seen any swells
about the sanme size as it was comng in before she
made her attenpt?

MR. ABSHER: Oh, yeah, it was breaking, it
was breaking, because they will break on the tip
normal |y anyway, even if it is nice out. But, yeah,
it was, this whole area was just nothing by white
wat er, the whol e area.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: The north, south, here in the
m ddl e, not hing but white water.

MR. WOODY: What | amtrying to get it is
was this wave one of kind or was it typical of what
was com ng in?

MR. ABSHER: For that kind of weather, it
was pretty typical

MR. WOODY: Pretty typical.

MR. ABSHER: Yes.

MR. WOODY: Okay. And did you see that kind
of waves typically comng in at the tinme she left?

MR. ABSHER: Absol utely.
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MR. WOODY: Ckay. Now, when she went out,
was she still on course, what course was she on when
you | ast saw her?

MR. ABSHER: Okay. \When she went out, she
went out kind of this direction.

MR. WOODY: Ri ght.

MR. ABSHER: The last tine | saw her, she
turned and went this way.

MR. WOODY: You saw her before she turned
right.

MR. ABSHER: Yes, and that was it.

MR. WOODY: | nean, you saw her --

MR. ABSHER: She went out like this, turned
this way, breaker is right here, boom well, |
didn't see it hit her, but there was just nothing
but white water at this point, and | just saw the
stern was the | ast point, because it was here and |
just remenmber thinking she is too close to the
jetty.

MR. WOODY: Did you have the feeling that
the guy nmade a conscientious effort to turn early
for some reason or did you feel that the waves had
t aken charge?

MR. ABSHER: No, | think he turned early
because he was trying to avoid the break. There was
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no where --

MR. WOODY: | realize this is an opinion --
you have a | ot of experience --

I n good weat her, when the bar is flat, how
close to the people conme to the north jetty, say
they want to fish up north, typically what is the
cl osest you have even seen them cone to the north
jetty?

MR. ABSHER: On a good day. Never that
close. It is always, each jetty, these jetties no
| onger exist, other than what you see out there,
because there are nore rocks out in this area. And
nost boats when they go out, they will go out in a
fairly good decent track away fromthe jetties
before they turn.

MR. WOODY: Before they turn.

MR. ABSHER: Yes. And we usually stay at
| east 150 away from them

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: Because it does, it wll, even
on a nice day it will, it will peak up in this area
here and then break right onto the jetty.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Do you have any feeling
to the tine that you last, that you saw her make her
turn and the tinme you didn t? State different
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times that you are aware of that, that tine. Do
you recall if you |ooked at your watch or a clock
anything like this?

MR. ABSHER: No, | don’'t.

MR. WOODY: Do you have any kind of idea of
the tine that she made her, her --

MR. ABSHER: No, | don’t renenber.

MR, WOODY: OCkay. Okay.

MR. ABSHER: | was just waiting here,
getting ready to make my turn towards, to go back
in, when |, the tower said that they had capsized.

MR. WOODY: Okay. -- did that cause you to
go to a higher posture, getting nore ready for
sonet hi ng?

MR. ABSHER: Oh, yeah. Yeah, and we did
bef ore we, they crossed.

MR. WOODY: Before they even crossed you
were all set. But, when you saw that, the boat cone
so close to the north jetty, did you start getting
ready to go out?

MR. ABSHER: No. | wanted to, no, because |
had to, | just can’t go rushing out there.

MR. WOODY: Oh, no, no.

MR. ABSHER: You know, and | have to, when
sonething |i ke that happens, you have to hold
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yoursel f back from because you want to help and in
the same aspect that you can’t just go runni ng out
there and put yourself in danger and hurt yourself
and you are no good to anybody.
MR. WOODY: Okay. When you saw t hem headi ng
north, which way was your boat going at that tinme?
MR. ABSHER: | was pointing in this

directi on.

3

WOODY: Coi ng out.

3

ABSHER: | wasn’t going out, | was right
here --

MR. WOODY: But, you were pointing out.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Now, okay, what is the
next thing you did?

MR. ABSHER: What is that?

MR. WOODY: What is the next thing you did
with your boat?

MR. ABSHER: Getting ready to make ny turn
around, go back in, and that is when the tower
called me and | hadn’t fully nmade ny turn all the
around, so | started to and then | turned back
around.

MR. WOODY: Now, you can’t go back in, what
do you nean, go back in the station?
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MR. ABSHER: Yes, go back in towards the
t ower .

MR. WOODY: Toward the tower.

MR. ABSHER: Yes.

MR. WOODY: So, at that point, what | am
trying to get at is, it seens |like you had a feeling
that he was, he m ght make it okay, so you thought
you woul d go back to your, your position at the
t ower .

MR. ABSHER: | don’t think I had a feeling
of anybody maki ng them okay across the bar. | just
wasn’'t hearing fromthe tower as soon as | thought |
woul d.

MR. WOODY: | amnot trying to put things in
yoursel f, but | amtrying to get at what your state
of mnd was, if you thought he had a chance of
maki ng, whi ch was good enough for you to go back to
the tower. O what you thought was an automatic
acci dent that was going to happen.

The question | amtrying to ask, it goes to
your state of m nd, what you thought was going to
happen at the time you saw hi m passing close to the
bar, on a northerly course. And | guess ny question
is, what was your -- at that tinme? Did you think an
acci dent was going to happen, was it a 100 percent,
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was it 80 percent, 50 percent, or what?

MR. ABSHER: Wel | --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | am going to ask to
stop here. | just don’'t think he can answer that
guestion the way you are asking it.

MR. FORD: Which is fine. If you can’t
answer it, that is fine.

MR. WOODY: If you can’t answer it --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think you have kind
of pushed him he didn't feel that the guy woul d
make it, and | don’t know how he could say that any
different than the way he has already said that.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Now it is put into a
percentage category, | don't know if that is a fair
guesti on.

MR. WOODY: All right. | accept that. Yes.

Okay. | will go on then.

So, you get fromthe tower and what do you
next then? Tell me one nore time for ne.

MR. ABSHER: Okay.

MR. WOODY: You made your turn, you went
back, what part of the bar did you go through?

MR. ABSHER: Okay. | was still here, |
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hadn't left this area just yet. Okay. And | was
still waiting for the tower, getting ready to nake
my turn back in, to go back in across or go back to
the tower. And when | got the call, that the tower
said he had capsized, | said, okay, let’s get ready
and you know, to go across, you know, and | just
waited there for another maybe 30 seconds until |
had a wi ndow and | took it and just went out.

MR. WOODY: How far pass the north tip of
the jetty were you before you nade your turn to the
ri ght?

MR. ABSHER: | didn't really make a turn to

the right because you have to understand everything

is comng in fromthis direction, | want to stay
square -- | don’t want to be caught this way,
because it is one of the -- and then I am over, too.

MR. WOODY: Would it surprise you that we
have been hearing fromcharter boats up here that
say when they encounter these big waves, that they
take them on their port bough, going out to the
north? They take it on the quarter, but they

really mean on the port bough rather than be head

on. |s that something that you do as a coxswai n?
MR. ABSHER: No. Onh, well, it depends, it
really depends. It depends on if it, if it is just
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swel | going through, I mean, anything that is stands
up in front of me, I amgoing to do the best | can
to square up to it and bough into it.

MR, WOODY: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: Now, if | amout there driving

in nice waters and swells, then, yeah, | wll take
it upon the bough and right back down. It makes for
a confortable ride. But, | don't knowif that is
what they are referring to. It is what was out

t here that day, what they do.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Is that sonething you

do by choice or is that sonmething you are trained to

do?

MR. ABSHER: Trained. To square up to it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght, trained by
who?

MR. ABSHER: The surfman here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. That is their
policy.

MR. ABSHER: Yes, absolutely.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. WOODY: And in general, we have heard,
in going out to the northwest the bay, to make the
course to the northwest, with the waves comng in
fromthe west, that they take them on the port bough
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and when the waves pass, they may, if they want to
go north, they actually alter their course and go
nore to a northerly course and then resune, cone
left to beat the next wave on the port bough again.
I n other words, they kind of zig zag course out.
And we have heard it described by one of the bar
t hat saw one of them go out, he said they were go
zi gging out around the waves. He said around the
waves.

| guess that is all | have.

MR. FORD: Anyone el se?

MR. LAVERNSON: Yeah, | have sone questi ons.

Good norning, Ken Lawernson. | apol ogi ze
for wal king in halfway through, so hopefully I am
not going to ask any questions that have al ready
been asked. | just want to clarify a couple of
things in my mnd.

There is an orange pendant over here on the
map where the mariners can see that. That is from
what | understand a small craft advisory. |Is that
sonet hing that you folks make a determ nation as to
whet her or not to fly that?

MR. ABSHER: That cones with the weat her
message that cones across the --

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay.
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MR. ABSHER: For small craft.
MR. LAWERNSON: So, the decision to fly that
is made by the weat her service.

MR. ABSHER: Right, we are required to fly

MR. LAVERNSON: But, as far as who
physically put that up and down, is that -- wth
the station. Okay. So you guys are physically
novi ng the flag, but the decision to nove the flag
is made by the National Wather Service.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. How often is that
updated typically?

MR. ABSHER: Usual |y when, the weather cones
in at 9:30, 3:30, you know, norning and afternoon.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. So, in the norning and

MR. ABSHER: Yes, we check the weather, if
it is still small craft, we leave it. If it is not,
then we will take it down.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. Thanks.

When you guys were out there before you
made t he decision after hearing that the boat had
capsi zed, what personal protective equi pnent were
you guys wearing?
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MR. ABSHER: A surf belt.

MR. LAWERNSON: You were wearing your surf
bel t.

MR. ABSHER: Qur nustangs and our poly --
underneath. And our hel nets.

MS. KELLY: Surf belt --

MR. ABSHER: And goggl es.

MR. LAVERNSON: Hel net, goggl es, buddy suits
and you said you guys were wearing your nustang
suits instead of dry suits. Is your crew, well, let
me ask you first, were you physically connected to
t he boat with your safety belts?

MR. ABSHER: Absolutely. Everybody was. W
made sure.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. So, everyone on your
crew was attached to the vessel?

MR. ABSHER: Yes, | wouldn’t have gone
unl ess they were.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. So everybody was
clipped in. And everybody was wearing their
hel mets. And typically just so we are absolutely
crystal clear, the other personal protective
equi pment that you guys are wearing, would that
i ncl ude some sort of PFD in addition to the mustang
suits?
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MR. ABSHER: No, the nmustang suit was, was -

MR. LAWERNSON: That was the PFD. Okay. And
t hen you are al so wearing your survival pyro, is
t hat correct?

MR. ABSHER: Correct, and our --

MR. LAWERNSON: \What do you call that, SAR
vest, is that --

MR. ABSHER: SAR vest is what we refer to.

MR. LAWERNSON: That is the kind you refer
to. Okay. Do you recall in the holding pattern for
| ack of a better word out there, before they nade
their individual attenpt to cross the bar, did you
see a small comercial fishing vessel called the
Amanda?

MR. ABSHER: Yes.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. Was she engaged in
this waiting?

MR. ABSHER: She wasn’'t as close to the bar.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: She was four boats, four
charter vessels here, and she was back nore this
way .

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. What was her actions,
if you recall, just immediately prior to when the
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position.

Taki

MR.

Too went

Amanda do, if

VR.

go, go, go.
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Too had decided to go ahead and neke their

ABSHER: What was she doi ng?
LAVERNSON: What was she doi ng?

ABSHER: She was still maintaining the

LAVERNSON: Okay. At the tine that the
ahead and capsi zed then, what did the
you recall?

ABSHER: | renmenber the operator yelling

And | just kind of turned around and

one of my crewnmen told himto go back in. Go back

in further,

VR.

basi cal |l y.

LAVERNSON: So the operator of the

Amanda was sayi ng, go, go, go.

can’t

MR.

> » 3® 3 %353

3

run out

ABSHER: To us.

LAVWERNSON: To you.

ABSHER: Yes.

LAVERNSON: And you took that to nean?
ABSHER: | mmedi ately go.

LAVERNSON: Go get them

ABSHER: Ri ght .

LAVERNSON: Okay.

ABSHER: And | renenber thinking I just

here, you know. But, of course, yeabh,
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that is --

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. So, after he yelled
go, go, then did they indicate that they were
turning around or did you just noticed that they
turned around or did you just not notice what they
di d?

MR. ABSHER: Their bough was pointed in
toward, into this direction.

MR. LAVWERNSON: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: But, they never initiated
com ng out across the bar or anything |like that.
They just stayed in as far as | renmenmber them doi ng.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. All right. You don’'t
specifically remenber themto where you saw t hem
turn tail and they were headed back to --

MR. ABSHER: No, | don’'t.

MR. LAWERNSON: -- to go --

MR. ABSHER: No, | don’'t.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. But, they did not
cross the bar.

MR. ABSHER: No, they didn't.

MR. OLSON: Okay. Did you have a
conversation with themat any time between when you
arrived for the bar patrol and when the --

(Change of tape.)
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MR. ABSHER: And he said, | am commerci al
then | recognized himas a commercial -- he was a
conmmer ci al operator

MR. LAVERNSON: Okay. | am just curious
now, did you have any other conversations with hin?

Did you try to talk with him talk himout of it?
Did you, was there any other conversation --

MR. ABSHER: No, no.

MR. LAVERNSON: Once he said commerci al
that was it.

MR. ABSHER: That was it.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. Is it fair to say that
when the Taki Too started its maneuver out across
the bar, that you were engaged in nmulti tasking a
number of different things going on? | don’t want
to put words in your nouth, but you were observing
t he Taki Too.

MR. ABSHER: Yes.

MR. LAWERNSON: You were maneuvering your
vessel .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can | get you to
reask your question of himactually give you what he
was doi ng, instead of you | eading himthrough what
he was doi ng.

MR. LAWERNSON: Thank you, thank you.
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Can you give nme an idea of where your
attention was being bal anced when the Taki, when you
observed the Taki Too starting to cross the bar?

MR. ABSHER: W were already suited up and
ready to go. That was just, waiting for themto
make the deci sion whether or not they wanted to
cross. And as they were, as they were crossing, |
was com ng up towards the tip, because it was back
here again, that they were noving back, going
across, | made my way up

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |f you are | ooking
for himto give you nore, don’'t -- only asking were
you using the radio, you know, were you giving any
conmands? Ask your question that way.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Because | know where
you are goi ng, and what you want. OCkay.

MR. ABSHER: Yeah. Are you asking me if ny
attention was el sewhere?

MR. LAVWERNSON: | amtrying to get an idea
of your nental work load at the tine.

MR. ABSHER: Oh, focus on them | wasn’t on
the radio. | wasn't, we were just ready, you know,
we were ready to in case sonething happened.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. Whuld it be fair to
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say that, | know you said your attention was focused
on the Taki Too, but you were also paying attention
to the environnent inmmediately --

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

MR. LAWERNSON: -- near your boat.

MR. ABSHER: Correct.

MR. LAWERNSON: And to your position, for
exanple, with respect to the jetty.

MR. ABSHER: Correct.

MR. LAWERNSON: And to the other chop and
things that would be in effect, you are --

MR. ABSHER: Absol utely.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. At the point where the
Taki Too then ducked behind the jetty so that you no
| onger saw the vessel, | think you said that at that
poi nt you were getting ready to go ahead and turn
around. That was because?

MR. ABSHER: | wasn’t, | would, we haven't
heard fromthe tower at that point, so | was just
kind of assumng that they made it. And I was just
still waiting. And then that is when he said, they
capsi zed.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. But, as far as your
decision to turn around, would it be fair to say
that at sonme point you were going to have to decide
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to turn around?

MR. ABSHER: Yeah, because --

MR. LAWERNSON: You weren’'t going to go out
to the bar.

MR. ABSHER: Yeah, absol utely.

MR. LAWERNSON: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What is the nornal
[ ength time that you wait from when you turn around
or fromthe tinme you see a vessel go over the bar,
or head out towards the bar, how |l ong do you wait
before you make that turn away fromthe vessel ?

MR. ABSHER: It is usually when the tower
tells me that they nade it across okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And - -

MR. ABSHER: The tinme it took for themto
across, it was, well, I don't, it isn't very |ong.
It wasn’'t very long at all for himto get across.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Are you able to
gi ve what not very |long neans?

MR. ABSHER: Maybe | ess than a m nute, maybe
a mnute.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So, hel p paint
me a picture here. You saw the Taki Too turn, from
the time you lost sight of his turn, how | ong was it
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before you began to turn away?

MR. ABSHER: | woul d say around, maybe 20
seconds, 30 seconds.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And is it about that
length of tine for every vessel that, that you | ose
sight of before you turn or do you normally stay --

MR. ABSHER: Normally | stay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And what made this
difference this tinme, then?

MR. ABSHER: | just, | don't know. | really
don’t know. | guess it nust have been the tine
between the tower telling nme if he had nmade it or
not, and | was thinking that maybe he nmade it, the
turn.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Does the tower
normal |y respond quicker than they did this tinme?

MR. ABSHER: | don’t know, | can’'t speak for
what he was seeing, so | really don't know what he
was seeing, so | can't say if the boat capsized in
the surf, that he was able to really tell if it did

or not at that tine. So, it seenmed like it was, |

don’t know, | guess it seened to nme that he should
have, you
know - -

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The t hi ngs were out
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of their norms at that point for you, when you made
that decision, is that what | am hearing you say?

(Pause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | am not trying to
confuse you. | amjust, that is fine.

| want to back up to, you said that you had
to wait for your windowto go out. Describe what
t hat w ndow was?

MR. ABSHER: Okay. You have to, it was
br eaki ng obviously, | was just waiting for the point
where it wasn't breaking and that woul d, had to have
been, it was still pretty choppy, | mean, it was
still pretty steep and, and, once |I didn't see
anynore breaks comng in, that was the point that I
took. And then when | going out, then that is when
they started com ng back in again.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: All right. So, you
nmoved up, you had breaks, about how hi gh?

MR. ABSHER: At the tips, up to eight feet
and then once out, they ranged from 12 feet to up to
15, sonetinmes, you know, it could be higher than
t hat .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, when you were at
the point there, you had eight foot breaks, this
wi ndow, there was a nmonent there when there were no
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breaks? How long, length of tinme?

MR. ABSHER: It wasn't very long at all
It seened |ike when | went out, as soon as | decided
to go, then | took that w ndow, the breaks started
com ng in, but, I had enough power to get in this
area over here, because they are rolling in this
way, and | was out of their way by then.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: So, it was, being on the ebb it
was just so rmuch breaks constantly, that it was, it,
| don’t know maybe 10 seconds when the next one.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So you are
sayi ng you had a 10 second wi ndow and you took it.
Now, if you had been further back along the jetty,
further south, would you have been able to see that
wi ndow?

MR. ABSHER: No, | wouldn’t have been.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: All right. So, the
Taki Too in front of you had seen this simlar
w ndow, would you have been able to see the w ndow
that the master of the Taki Too was seeing?

MR. ABSHER: Okay. Now you have to
understand that | wasn't here at this point. | was
still making ny way up.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght, that is what |
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MR. ABSHER: So - -

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |f the Taki Too had

seen a simlar w ndow - -

MR. ABSHER: The Taki Too had --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- woul d you have

been able to see it?

MR. ABSHER: Probably not and I

don’ t,

because | recall saying why are they going, because

all I could see was breaks.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght. So, the
person at the tip of the jetty will often see a

break that nobody el se woul d see.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Al

That kind of helps me in ny mnd with that

bit.

right.

alittle

MR. ABSHER: Okay. Wbuld you say that

agai n?

40

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, the person who is

waiting to make the run, at the tip of the jetty

there, he may see a wi ndow that nobody el se sees

because of the distance span.
MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.
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MR. ABSHER: You said break, | was thinking
that if you saw a break, then I would probably see
it, too.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | am sorry, a w ndow,
break in the waves where the --

MR. ABSHER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. | am gl ad you
do the job you do because | can’t do it.

Let’'s go to the debris. Can you show ne
on the side of the jetty there, where the vessel was
when you saw the | ogs around it?

MR. FORD: | was going to have him mark sone
of that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Can | wal k up
t here again and --

MR. FORD: Sure, and he can mark --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And if | am getting
into questions, why don’t you go ahead ask him and -

MR. ABSHER: Okay. Okay. | didn't see this
until after | was in the surf with Master Chief
onboard, okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That is fine. That
is totally fine. Put the chart here for him so he
can --
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MR. FORD: And then what I will have you do
is just put arrows and what you found and where the
boat was, and just mark it that.

MR. ABSHER: Okay. The debris that | saw was
in this area here, okay, so this would be debris.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: And that would be |ogs and
stuff, and then | could see their life raft in that
area. And that life raft just stayed there pretty
much the whol e day.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Coul d you put a one
there for the, the one that is what you are saying
is there. Just right next to that big --

MR. ABSHER: Okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Circle it. Perfect.

Now, is the Taki Too in this also, or is
this just logs in the |life boat that you are talking
about ?

MR. ABSHER It is, is this when | went out
or is this --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: When you are seeing
the debris here, when you saw t hose | ogs.

MR. ABSHER: Okay. No, the Taki Too was
al ready up closer to the beach.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Coul d you put a two
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t here?

(Pause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Coul d you put M.B,
that is right, notor |ike boat, where you were
about ?

MR. ABSHER: Yes. Okay. We were in, | wll
just, because we were in different areas.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. ABSHER: Okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And this was about 45
m nutes to an hour after the --

MR. ABSHER: Maybe 45.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

(Pause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: All right, right here
where you have got nunmber one nmarked, you are
telling me you had the life boat and the | ogs,
ri ght?

MR. ABSHER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Were there any | ogs
where the Taki Too was, down here?

MR. ABSHER: Not that | could see.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Tell me the condition
of right here is, is there any sort of vortex or
eddy or anything like that?
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MR. ABSHER: Yes, it is a constant circle of
wat er .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So, anything
caught right here, would stay right there.

MR. ABSHER: Stay there, until either it |et
it go or --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, is there any way
to know how | ong those | ogs had been in that debris
field?

MR. ABSHER: The two, five, four, was
actually the one that went into, they saw it, they
woul d be able to tell you that. | don’t know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: -- renenber seeing a | og going
in there after, | mean, | don’t know where it was,
but it was in here and then it just eventually
drifted back here, and it just continued to --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. You saw - -

MR. ABSHER: But, | don’'t know if it was
there already and it was just --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: -- rocks.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, there is no way
to know if those |ogs had been there overnight.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Or if those had cone
in with the Taki Too.

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. All right.

That is all the questions | have.

MR. FORD: Could you just sign and probably
up in here, sign it, and the date, June 19, right.

(Pause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | did have one nore
gquestion. And | am not using the proper term nology
here, but, you were fastened in with your seat
belts. You had your full gear ready to go. Are you
al ways that way every tinme you go out?

MR. ABSHER: Across the bar?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No, every time you go
out for, for first light, like this.

MR. ABSHER: No, not all the tines.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What makes the
det erm nati on whet her or not you are strapped in
i ke that?

MR. ABSHER: The conditions of the bar. And
t hat woul d have been one of the days that the
conditions were.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: When do you nmke t hat
determ nation to do that?
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MR. ABSHER: We didn’t have them on at the
time, | think | made the determ nation when | did
fully realize that they were not going to turn
around and go honme. And that was probably about,
maybe, 15, 30 m nutes before they decided to go.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you ever have a
di scussion with the charter boats captains about why
t hey are out there and what you consider a rough
bar ?

MR. ABSHER: On the radio with thenf?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On t he radi o.

MR. ABSHER: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Have you ever had a
di scussion with them back here at the docks?

MR. ABSHER: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So you never
entered in dialogue at all with any of the charter
boat captains?

MR. ABSHER: No, not me, personally, no.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. One ot her
thing. Wody asked you about would you surprise
about the maneuvers they take with going into the
wave. Have you ever observed any of the charter
boats vessels when they go out, quartering up to the
waves? And | am speaking strictly the charter
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MR. ABSHER: Okay. | think, when they go out
across here, | nmean, they don’'t want to go directly
out, they don’t want to do that because it is just
worse. Then they want to get out. So, if they are
quartering it, then it would nake sense. So,
don’t ever renenmber seeing another, you know, |
don’t, I don’t, you know, | nean, it is not what I
do. | don’t know --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Have you ever seen
t hem quarter other than making an angle nove to get
into the channel and out? And again, | nmay be
asking the question in the wong nmanner.

(Pause.)

MR. ABSHER: | nean, because typically, you
know, if they are here and they going out, then,
yeah, they would be quartering it because they are
comng in this way, in this direction, you know.

So, just by going out, they would be quartering from
north of their port bough.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Do you ever
observed them once they have nade the nove out and
they are in the channel? Do they, other than the
first turn they make to go out, are the rest of the
square up or do they still continue to quarter?
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MR. ABSHER: They still continue to go out,
unl ess and then they reach a certain point and then
sonetinmes they will turn.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So you have
observed them for themto get out of here, then it
is fair to say they have to quarter?

MR. ABSHER: | guess in, | guess they would
have to.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: Because, | nean, like | said,
you won’t be able to just go straight out, across
the bar and all the way out in this area here, that
i's not where you want to go.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: You are going to have to make
your turn.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. All right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | want to ask a
coupl e of questions.

In your training to get qualified and to
acqui re your heavy weather skills, do you guys
practice, and | am not sure exactly what you guys
would call it, but let me describe to you, and maybe
you can put a nane on it. A lateral cross across a
surf zone where if the waves, for exanple, are
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comng to the left, you want to primarily transfer
either to the north or to the south.

MR. ABSHER: Okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |Is that a skill that
you guys practice?

MR. ABSHER: Lateraling.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Lateraling is what
you call it. Okay.

Why woul d sonmebody want to lateral if, if |
wanted to go, let nme think of how to phrase this
guesti on.

(Pause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Is | ateraling what
the Taki Too did that day?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That is, okay. Would
you characterize that turn to the north when they
cleared the jetty tip and they are nowtrying to
exit to the north, would that be anal ogous to what
we are tal king about with, as a |ateral ?

MR. ABSHER: | guess in sone ways, yes, it
woul d be.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. When you guys
practice lateraling, do you try to avoid having to
come up square to the next swell and taking it
directly on your bough?
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MR. ABSHER: Right. W are, yeah, in
certain amunt, yeah, that is what we do.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: That is the whole idea of it,
but, we are, | nmean, we are there to trainin it,
obvi ously, and to take sone, | nean, you are not
going to avoid all of them You are going to have
to eventually deal with them but yeah, essentially,
if you can avoid them that is what you want to do.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. |f you wanted
to avoid having to cone up, typically what would you
need to do in order to not have to conme up to square
off on the next swell comng in? 1Is there an
alternative that you can do? |Is there --

MR. ABSHER: Well, if you, well, if you are
t aki ng breaks and I amnot sure -- If you are taking
breaks, you are going to have to take themif that
is the case, you know, and then you are going to
have to wait until you have got it clear because you
are not going to turn when a break is com ng in,
until you get somewhat of a lull or an area that is
kind of, a wi ndow to nove in.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | guess what | am
asking you is in your experience doing a |ateral
novenment at sonme point are the, is the incom ng
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swel | overtaking you as you are heading across it to
where sooner or |ater you are going to have to cone
up and into it with your bough, or take it

br oadsi de?

MR. ABSHER: Coul d you say that again, | am
sorry?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Is it in your
experience typical that when you are lateraling
across a surf zone, that the incomng swells at sone
poi nt are going to overtake you and at that point
you woul d have had to decide either | come up into
it with ny bough or | take it on nmy beam havi ng not
done anyt hi ng?

MR. ABSHER: Not on the beam no. | would
turn into it and it is all about tin ng.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But, there does cone
a point where the incomng swell is going to
overtake you and force you to namke that deci sion.

MR. ABSHER: Yes, and you are constantly
watching it and if that is the case, then you are
going to turn. You are going to turn bal ances.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Is --

MR. ABSHER: Either, either you sl ow down
and let it go by, if you can, or you go, usually if
it is here, and you see it building, and it is going
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to break, that is when we are going to turn, okay.
Even if we don't turn right in front of it, we stop,
we either let it go by or we slow down and let it go
pass. O if there is another one behind it, then
that is the one we are going to ready for. Okay.
That is typically what we do.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: But, if, now, if it is back
here, like it is on the beamand it is breaking, and
it is not going to hit us, and we know it is not,
then we will just keep on noving.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: And then if it, and then
because what we are really watching is -- not really
what is here and what is back here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But, where you are
going to be in 10, 15 seconds.

MR. ABSHER: Yes, right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: But, we are aware of that, that
is why everybody is talking to each other.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Would there
ever be a case, you know, in your training or in
your experience, when you are |ateraling when you
woul d decide to go ahead and put your stern to the
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swell that is comng in, instead of turning up into
your bough, and taking it on your bough, turn away
fromit and take it on your stern?

MR. ABSHER: | have never done that. I
have seen them practice it that way. But, no, |
woul dn’t do it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You woul dn't do it
because it is, why wouldn’t you not do it?

MR. ABSHER: | am not, you know, | am not as
proficient at all of this as the surf -- and that is
why | wouldn't do it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, it is a nore

difficult nmaneuver.

MR. ABSHER: Right. | nean, you know, they
are good at it. | nean, they know exactly what they
are doing, so, | nean, | am saying for ny
confortable level, | wouldn't do it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Just a few questions
and then I amthrough, | prom se. Ckay.

VWhen the Taki Too went out and was there
any situation, let’'s say he is in the trough, and he
suddenly got the breaks, is there any place for him
to go back towards the beach? Could he have turned
to go stern to?
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MR. ABSHER: No, no.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, that is not an
option for hinf

MR. ABSHER: No. No. He would be insane.
This would be crazy, it gets worse as you --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | -- Okay. |
under st and. Okay.

Now, ny other question would be as the
Coast Guard coxswain, if you were to take one on the
beam i ke that, is there action, you said you would
rat her speed up or slow down.

MR. ABSHER: Ckay. If you --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght. But, if you
t ook one on the beam what would the Coast Guard say
to you, about you, basically, | guess about your
skills, is there fallout for taking it on the beanf

MR. ABSHER: |, |, what do you --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you under st and
what | amtrying to ask?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think so.

I f you were doing |ateral maneuver and that
you got to that decision, that decision point where
you needed to turn and put your bough up to the
incom ng swell, and for whatever reason you did not
do that, and you had that incom ng swell then now
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take you on your beam what typically would be the
repercussions to you as the coxswain? |Is that what
you are asking?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. ABSHER: Fronf

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: From your command
here?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: A di sci plinary type.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Is there any
di sciplinary action for not timng it right?

MR. ABSHER: No, because it is a trained
envi ronnment, you know, you are taking certain anount
of risks when you are out there training.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No, | am tal ki ng
about in your working the bar.

MR. ABSHER: Would they --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wbul d there have been
di sciplinary action against you for having taken one
of the beam|line?

MR. ABSHER: | am sure we woul d have tal ked
about it, but, | probably wouldn't have been
disciplined for it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: | nean --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No formal discipline.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

56

You get a ream ng basically.

MR. ABSHER: Yes, | nean --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: One | think that --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, they woul dn’t go,
okay, you are no |l onger a heavy water coxswain?

MR. ABSHER: Well, no, well, you have to
understand that they have a ot of faith in me and a
| ot of respect for nme being out there. They are the
ones who sign ny letter, | mean, | don’'t nmake those
decisions typically to do things like that. So,
that is where, you know, if it happened, okay, then
| nust have nade a mistake to take it on nmy beam
because we are trained not to.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: | nean, you don't, that is
typically what you don’t want to do. But, if | was
out there, | nean, | have got to say if | was out
t here messing around and being ridicul ous or
sonet hing and wasn’t paying attention, then either,
yeah, if | would continue doing those things |ike
that, then eventually there would be a disciplinary
action.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: | woul d think so, anyway, you
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know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: If that had been your
vessel not the Taki Too, and that had happened.

MR. ABSHER: Okay. | think I see where you
are going with this.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What woul d have been
t he repercussi ons?

MR. ABSHER: | probably woul dn’t have a
license to drive the boat anynore. Because there
woul d have been no reason for me to go out there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | have one. Do you
know what channel, VHF channel, the charter boats
used to communi cate with each other?

MR. ABSHER: | know, | believe, | know 19.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ni neteen. Have you
ever heard that they use 79?

MR. ABSHER: They coul d, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you have --

MR. ABSHER: No, not.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So you weren’t

MR. ABSHER: Yes, because | --
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Thank you.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: I n your training, in

your experience, when you are |lateraling across that
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surf area, you make the decision now that you have
to neet the incom ng wave and you go ahead and bri ng
your bough up, can you describe what typically you
are doing with your throttle?

MR. ABSHER: Okay. Okay. What is going to
happen is, is what we refer to as a heavy weat her
term because it seens to, what we do is, we want to
pi vot the boat as quick as you can. Because the
boat won’t react on both throttles, because it is
just going to make a big turn, is what it is going
to do. And that is not what you want. You want to
pretty much stop in that sane area that you are
going to turn into to neet it. So you are going to
have one ahead, and then you are going to bring one
back across your head, depending on which direction
you are turning and you know, what is going to bring
back. And then boat will start turning. Once you,
well, if you are already laterally like this, your
beamto it, so you are just going to go into a pivot
and pivot the boat as quickly as possible.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And t hrough that --

MR. ABSHER: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That is all.

MR. ABSHER: If it is |like this and we are,
and we know it is going to hit us here, we are just
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going to keep that power on, to get the bough up and
over because we don’t want, you know, to take it
Wi th us.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. ABSHER: But, if it is here and we neet
it, and we are going to, we know it is just getting
go right up like this, we are not going to go full
power ahead. It is either, we are going to just
clutch ahead just a little bit, neet up to it, and
then we are just going to have some power to get us
over. Because you don’t want to go flying over top
of it and it is just going to gauge on how nuch
power we use, depending on how big it is.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Any questions?

MR. FORD: You neke that decision, can you
pi ck that up because that is one our wtnesses, |
think. That is a |local tel ephone nunber.

(Pause.)

MR. FORD: When you have decided that it is
that time to go ahead and square up and you have
made your pivot, would there be, would there be any
ti mes where you would actually want to put the boat
into reverse, to time or coincide with, would there
be a time when you are squared up, that you would
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want to put the boat in reverse?

MR. ABSHER: One, is you have to got to take
into account of how shallow it is behind you and you
obvi ously don’t want to back into any shall ow water
but, usually, you know, try to work in a pretty good
ar ea. We don’t have to, you know -- But, one, if
it steeps up, and we know that it is going to break,
either we neet it, it depends on how far back it is.

| mean, if it here and it steeps up, and it has not
br oke yet, then obviously you are not going to back
down on that, because just all the power is com ng
down on you then. Because it breaks and you are
backi ng down, you are over. Now, if it is out here
and it steeps up and you are here, and it steeps up,
if you want to back down for it, to let it go ahead
and break in front of you here, to where it spins
all its power and then drive through it. And,
yeah.

MR. FORD: Okay. So, it could be fair to say
that if you are | ooking at that wave after you are
squared up, and you are thinking that it is going to
break ahead of you, you m ght want to reverse the
boat to make sure that it breaks ahead of you.

MR. ABSHER: Yes. So, it, you know --

MR. FORD: Is it fair to say that you don’t

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

61

want it to break on you, and --

VR.

ABSHER: But, if it is here, and it is

not going to break, then you are going to have

either drive through it and go over it.

3

> ® 3 3

VR.

you very nuch

FORD: Okay. What is your exact rate?
ABSHER: Boat swai n, Second Cl ass.
WOODY: You are not a --

ABSHER: Coxswai n.

WOODY: Coxswai n, okay.

FORD: Okay. That sounds good. Thank

We appreciate your tine.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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